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MxR GEORGE said he had been chair-
mnan of the Sanitary Conuntittee of the
City Council for a few weeks, and it was
then stated by the Superintendent of the
Sanitary Department that at the hospital
no disinction was made between the
excreta and the refuse of fever patients
and those of other patients. In private
houses the panls used by fever patieints
were kept quite separate. He would like
an assurance from the Minister that the
refuse from fever patients would he dealt
with in such at way as to cause no danger
(if infection.

THE DIRECTOR OF PUB3LIC
WORKS: The Public Works Depart-
mient had nothi ng to do with the disposal
of refuse. All the departitent had to (10
was to provide the drains, and the Hos-
pital Board had to deal with the refuse.
The department met the board in every
possible way.

MR. Q41INL AN: This matter had
been before the Hospital Board, who had
made special provision for removing the
oxcreta of t 'yphoid patients. The surface
drain front the hospital itight tend to
contamiinate the river, but the fact re-
inained that refuse equally as bad from
hotels and restaurants, found its way into
the main drain.

Item passed.
Item-Perth Hospital, new wing, oper-

ating theatre, and latundry:
MR. WILSON asked [or some explana-

tion of the expenditure of £210,000 on this
work.

THS, DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC
WORKS: This was the expenditure on
the new wing of the hospital.

MuP. WILSON: There were decided
o1jections to increasing hospital accomi-
inodation on the present site. The
hospital for contagious and infectious
diseases should bew- removed outside the
city, leaving the present building to serve
as an accident ward. When smnallpox
broke out in the hospital a few years ago,'the disease spread all through the streets
at the foot of the hill.

Item passed.
Other items passed, and the vote agreed

to.
Vote-Public Buildings, £558,064:-
Itemt-Additions and repai rs to ex istin g

Buildings:-
BIn. LEAKE asked for an explanation

of [lie fact that votes under this head

amounting to about £40,000 were scat-
tered uip and down the Esitinwatus.

THE. DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC
WORKS: The votes for additions and
repairs to a great mnany buildings
throughout the country had this year
been split up instead of put dowvn in 'one.
amtount. " A stitch in time saves nine,"
and much iionevy bad been saved 1hr
attending to the ;epair of existing build-
ings. If the moneywso rqiet
would not be expended.

Progress reported and leave given to
sit again.

EXTRA SITTING DAY.
THE: PREXfIERt (Right Hon. Sir J.

Forrest) moved that the Hiouse, -at its
rising, adjourn unt-il half -past two o'clock
Onl the folilowing dav. The I-ouse would
sit until six o'clock in the evening.

Put and passed.

ADJOURNMENT.
The House adjourned at 1 1-45 p)1m.

until thle next day.

Fiday, 17th Decembor, 18h97.

Petition: Collie Coal-cnie Iasiug-Aunoaul Estimates:
Pulic Works votes further consideredL; Division
(Estimates concluded) -Motion: Gratuiity to Widow
or 1r. Burnett--Motion: Annuity to Widow of Sir
P'. N. Broomo-Uady liroonie AnnUity Bill; first
rending-Sharks Bay Pearlshell I ishery Act A mendi-
'isent Bill: first reading; -Bimuznry Racecourse Rail-
ay Bill: first read ing -Collie Quarry Railway Bill:

first rendig-Kalgonrli-Gnnrnhalle. take andl
BOlLider Towusite Loop Ra4ilways Bill: first rend-
ing-Paper presented-Orders of the Day and Sink
den Alterations (Speaker's rewarkal -Police Act
Am~endment Bill : second reading-Adjourn ment.

THE SPEAKER took the Chair at
2-30 o'clock, p'm.

PRAYERs.
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PETITION-COLLIE COAL-'MINE
LEASING,

Hlox. H. W. VENN presented a
pcotit~i from residents and others. coni-
nected with the Collie coallield district
and Runbury, requesting that tenders. be
invited inunediatelv for leasing the Gov-
ermnent coal-mine at the Collie.

Petition received, read, and ordered to
be printed.

AVNNUAL ESTINIATES.
Considera~tion resumed in Committee of

Supply.
Pun Lic WoILKsD PARTM ENT (Director,

Hon. F. H1. Piesse).
Vote-Thbtic JBrdldiags, £553,664:,
Itemni-Wyndham police buildings:
U. GEORGE satid £9568 7s. lid, had

al ready been expended on the work, and it
was proposed to spend £8,500 more,
mnak-ing £4,500, He thought there wvere
only one wvhite man, one Chinese ;ook., and
a blackfello-w up at Wyndhamt. He
wanted to know what the police station
buildings were required for.

THE DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC
WORKS: This £8,500 was iequired to
build a1 police station.

MR. SIMPSON: More monecy was
being spent in Wyndhaun and that part
of the colony than in any other part.

THE PuREIiER said hie did not think so.
Ma. SIMPSON: The population was

very small, and the revennle received from
the district was also small. The
Qoverument proposed to spend large
amounts in this district.

THE: PnrnmExa: Name, any item.
MR. SIMPSON: From one end of the

Estimates to the other there were itenms
for this district. The amnount, to be ex-
pended was out of proportion to any other
part of the colons'. This was a part of
the colony which dlid not pay uts.

THE PREMI ERP: A lot of catlle had been
shipped from there,

MR. SIMPSON: The expenditure in
this district was unwarranted.

TiE PREmIER: Name the items.
Mu. SIMPSON said hie saw no hope

of any return from this d]istrict.
Tn PREMIER: This item seemed

large, but would the hon. member name
any other item.

MaR. GEORGE: There was an item just
above, of £800 for police temporary
quiarters.

THE DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC
WORKS: These police buildingsn had
beau inquired into and were found to be
necessary. The work liad been put off
for two years, and now the Government
were forced to do the work.

THE PREMIER: Let lion. mnembers
point out the large expenditure for this
district, except the items for providing
facilities for Stock. At Derby a good deal
of money had been Spent, but a good deal
of money had beeu obtained from there for
the sate of Crown lands.

Mu, SimpsoN said he spoke about
Wvnldham.

THE~ PREMIER said hie did not th'ink.
there would be, any large expenditure at
~Wyndham, There was a wharf there,
Aniy work in the North cost more
than down here. There was a good
wharf for the shipment of cattle, and
lie had shown the other evening, that
during three years 12,000 head of catt]le
had beeil shipped there, There was
a smtall, Paltry building of wood for
the Resident Magistrate, the police, and
cutstomis official. So long as the Govern-
ment. owned that country they mnust pro-
tect those who settled there. The natives
were troublesome there. Hfon. members
knew the trouble the natives gave over
the telegraph lines in breaking the
insulators. The Governmnent had to keep
police at WVyndhauni, and we mnust house
them. These murderous natives escaped,
and the Government must provide aL place
to keep themn secure in. The expenditure
in this district could not go on.

MR. Vosrmt: The blacks would be ex-
termiinated soon.

THE PREMIER said hie did not think
so The blacks were hardy fellows in
that pa'-t of the Country. There must be
a post office, hie suIposed, at Wyndhain.
Unless the Governent were prepared to
abandon this country to the natives, the
Government mwist do what was necessary.
There was a goldifield up there, although
it was not prospering just now ; not
because there was no gold, but because
people did not like living in the tropics. It
was nonsense to think that the Govern-
ment were trying to favour this place.
The Government believed in giving
facilities to aUl parts of the eouwltrv.-

MIR. GEORGE : On the Estimates
there were Wyndham road, £e260 iWynd-
hamn new jety. £6,000; Wyndiham gaol,

[ASSEMBLY.] Public JVorks.
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£2,200; Wyndhamn tonvi water supply,
X1,200; and another aivmt for the water
supply for cattle.

MR. SIMPSON: The Premier implied
that hie (Mr. Simpson) had no right to
miake a, statement about this miatter.
There was an item of £1.200 for the
Wvndhain town water supply. Where was
the town of Wyndhanm P It would take a
black tracker to find the town. When
lion. members looked ait all the items for
Wyndham they would see that these were
enormous. A large part of the expendi-
ture was at political sop).

THE PREMIER: The lion. mneniber was
an honest man.

.Mn. SLMSO said lie tried to lie, and
he thought the Premier was hona't.

THE PREMIER: The lion, member had
implied that lie (the Premier) was dis-
honiest, when the lion. nmeniber talked
about a Political SOP.

RON. H. W. VENN: There "'as no
occasion to import any heat into this
question. He knew something -about
Wyndham. The Expenditure for this
district looked large, 1)ut he did not think
it could be said to be a political sop.
There was no better territory in Western
Australia than that in the Wyndlham
district as a cattle-produciiig country.

AIR. Vospsn: And none miore empty.
HoN. H. WV VENN: It alwvavs would

be sparsely populated. Queensland stock
breeders had told him that the country in
the Wyndhiam district was better than the
best Bat-coo country. i the near future
large freezing works wvould have to be
erected in that district.

MR. SimpsoN: Could not private (fl-

terprise do that ?
HoN. H. W. VENN: Probably the

work would lbe carried out by private
enterprise, and then Wyndami would
become a place for the export of frozen
meat. The expenditure for the jetty
and for providing water suplply were
absolutely essential and justifiable. He
would not express an opinion as to the
advisability of building at police station.
Wyndham was one of the last places on
earth a man should live in, and if hie did
Live there he should be at least comfort-
ably housed, ais there was nothing to
make life pleasant. It was like liingi
uder a burning glass. The quarters for

the resident magistrate had for a long
time been miserable. 'The amnount on

the Estimates seemed large, but the
expenditure was absolutely justifiable.
InI the cause of humianity the House
should not object to provide reasonable
and decent quarters for the Government
servants who had to reside there.

THE PREMIER said hie was obliged to
the membl~er for We~lington (Mr. Veun) for
the remarks hie had made. There was no
occasion for any display of feeling. The
member for Geraldton (Mr. Simpson)
had cmpphined of his interjectioiis, but
the hon, member had distinctly stated
that the Government, in building a police
station or some other wvork, were actuated
by a desire to give -a sop to a constituency.
This was not at nice thing. to say, either
of an individual or a Governument. If he
had said anything offensive to the lion.
member, lie apologised; but it wvas not
justifiable to say that the Government
were trying to buy votes.

MR. SIMPSON said he could assure
the Premier that the term had been used
to nearly every Premier in the colonies.

THE PREMIER: It was not a nice term
to ulse.

MEc. SIMPSON said lie was glad to
hear the right lion, gentleman say that
in this case at any rate the term was not
justified. The sumi expended on thme dis-
trict i question, namely £19,000 odd,
was very large, although1 there wvere
features in connection wvith it, perhaps,
which rendered iiecessary a larger expen-
diture than usual. As, however, the
member for the district was not in his
place, lie would defer his remarks.

MR. GEORGE said he had reckoned
imp the various items, and thiey came to
£18,785.

MR. VOSPER: The goldfields mem-
hers lad a right to complain when this
vast expenditure wats made in out-of-the-
wvay and very seldom heard of districts,
and the two districts represented by the
meinber for North Coolgardie and him-
self were only down on thme Estintes for
about £17,000. His district had a popu-
lation of 8,000 people, which had been
increased since the Kanowna rush, and
yet only £9,200 was down on the Esti-
mates for his electorate.

THE PREMIER: What about the Loan
Estimates ?

M1a. VOSPER said whatever they got
out of loans theyv would have to replace
sooner or later. Tme amiouat on the
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Estimiates for his electorate was only
albou.t 258. per head of the population,
whereas it was proposed to spend £ 190
per head on the population at Wyndhami,
assuming that that place had at popula-
tion of one hundred, wvhich the member
for Wellington seemed to doubt.

THE PREMIER: It was encouragxig an
industry.

MR. VOSPER: An industry which
gave nothing to the revenue.

THE PREMIER: It contributed.£30,000
or £e40,000 a year to the revenue.

MR. VOSPER: The goldfields con-
tributed very heavily to the customs and
far more towards the prosperity of the
colony than Wyndhiam. The land sales
in his electorate amounted to £25 per
hiead of the entire population, ont of which
they only got back about a shilling in the
X. It tmant that the Government were
giving the men at heavy subsidy for living
at Wyndham.

MR. GREGORY said he was obliged
to the member for North-East Coolg-ardie
for having drawn attention to the matter,
as the fewv requests he hadl made on be-
half of his constituency had been refused.
He considered the sumi proposed to be
expended on the Wyndham police build-
ings too large, and that the item should be
considerably reduced, as it was in excess
of the amiount, proposed to be spent on
districts which contributed larger sumis
to the r-evenue. He thoughit it was most
disgraceful to have allowed the blacks to
be treated as they had been.

THE DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC
WORKS: The police buildings at Wynd-
hamn were not suitable to the cliniate, and
unless better accommodation were pro-
vided for the men they would not stay.
As the member for Wellington had
pointed out, Wynidhamn was a most ob-
jectionable p~lace to live in, and it was for
that reason that we hand to spend so much
on buildings. A temporary seven-roomed
house with a detached kitchen had been
made of wood and iron in Perth, and
erected up there for the sub-inspector.
This was an expensive and not a satis-
-factor-y plan, and it was now proposed in
every instance to have the material taken
there and the building constructed on the
spot. The item of £3,600 was for police
buildings to accommodate the staff. The
mnen had lived for a numjber of years in
tents. 'Ilie present system would be miore

economical, as it certainly would be more
comfortable. The work would be coi-
inced in earnest as soon as the railway
reached the spot, which would probably
be in April, when it would be very muchite
cheaper to get the material and carry out
the work than it would be now.

MR. ILLINGWORTH: There were a
number of places in his electorate carry-
lug a much greater population than
Wyndham, which did not appear on the
Estimates at all. Why was Wyndhamn
specially selected for such favoursP

THE PREMIER: Wyndham contributed
£40,000 to the revenue.

MR. ILLINGWORTH said it was
so unjust that lie was surprised that the
Director of Public Works could do such
at thin,,. If this item were passed, it
would stop half a dozen different places
from having anything.

MR. GOROE asked of what material
the Wyndhmam police buildings were to be
constructed.

THE DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC
WORKS: Wood and iron.

MR. GEORGE said the acconunodation
proposed to be provided was much in ex-
cess of what was required.

MR. MONGER: If members knew
the hardships the residents at Wynd-
hiam had to undergo, they would not
object to this item. He would support
it.

AIn. ILLINGWORTH moved, as an
amendment, that the item, Wyndham
Police buildings, £8,500, be reduced by
£22,000.

THE DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC
WORKS: The j-eason for the erection of
these buildimngs had already been given.
The work had been placed on the Esti-
mnates for several years; the first amitount
having been £8,000, and it was putdown
no less than four times before lie recoin-
mended that it should be expended. The
member for Wellington (Mr. Venn)
would bear him out in this. At the time
this year's statement was mande up four-
fifths of the wvorkc had been completed;
and if the committee cut down the item
it would place the Government in an
awkward position. The work had been
carried over from last year, and some
portions of it even from the year before.
It was only after repeated requests on his
part that it was cut dowvn to the present
amnount.
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AIR. ILLINGWORTH: Last year the
Government asked the House for £2800
for a gaol at Wyndham, and now it trans-
pired that contracts had been accepted
for anl amount of £3,500. The House
would never have voted that sumn
and it was unjust and unfair that the
Government should, time after time, ask
a certain stun of money for a particular
work, ad then report that it had cost
four or five times more than the estimate
to build it. The samne system obtained
all through the Estimates, and( it was not
a fair- way of dealing with the public
funds. In this case,£800 had been asked
for; £968 7s. lid. had becen spent without
authority, ad, in the face of this, the
comittee was told that a tender had been
let for £3,500.

THE DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC
WORKS: It was a good thing that the
lion, member had drawn attention to this
matter, and hie was fully ii' accord with
him ; but there was no one more respon-
sible than members themselves for this
sort of thing. Possibly in this instance
no individual member' was responsible,
but in mnly instances they were. It
f requently happened that a lnelnler asked
foria certain building in his district, and
stated that it would cost so muchi-per-
liaps £500 or £21,000-and it was stibse-
qulently found that it could not be erected
for the mioney. Now, however, the
department were discountenancing that
sort of thing, and, if such a request were
made, an estimate was prepared, so that
we knew exactly what the building would
cost, and the aimorunlt was plated upon the
Estimates. In this veal's Estimaites, in
every instance where sitch a sum as.£1,000
was asked for and the building was ex-
pected to cost £23,000, the balance was
stated'in another coliumnl headed " Proba-
ble cost of work when completed." He
could assure hon. members that the o1(1
system had been discontinued. In this
year's Estimates lie hoped to see cleared
up all the work that had been hanging
over for some Years past; and that next
year would be started with a clean sheet,
and that they would have something to
go upon to enabile them to carry out
public works at a cost as near as possible
to the amount estimated.

MR. A. FORREST: It was strange
that lion. inenibers should pick this iteml
out of so many. If lion. memubers would

only, read the papers, they would find
there was no protection at Wyndhiain
for the white inhalbitants. The town was
surrounided by w~ild blacks, and, like the
town of Der-by, must be either handed
over to the blacks or held wvith a strong
hand. There was a large industry being
carried on in the Kinmberley district, and
it was absolutely necessary that aboriginal
prisoners should be held in safe keeping.

MA. SIMPSON: Was it not absurd
to erect all these public buildings for a
white population of 39 males and 17
femiales, as appeared fromt last year's
return? The amount expended per hlead
of population on this town was altogether
unprecedented in the colony.

MR. A. FoxuES': Tt inadelno dii! eremice
if themre o only five white people there.

AR. SIMPSON : It would be better to
take the five away from the district
and pay them pensions. There was noe
doubt the place was going back, and that
the coimtry was losing money by it every
year.

MnR. A. FoRREST: The returns of stock
would show that the district was not
going back.

AIR. LEAKE : The amiendmnent would
have his support, particularly after the
olbservations of the Director of Public
Works, who claimed as an excuse for the
existence of this vote that members them-
selves were responsible for such excesses,
because they, went to Ministers and de-
inanded thiat buildings should be erected;
and so the expenditure was incurred wvith-
out the authority of Parliament. This
policy would go on till Parliament pro-
tested against it. The itemn in question
wasa glaring instance of the incompetence
of the department. Last year, £800 was
voted; £958 was expended; and now the
Minister caine, down with a request for
X3,500 more. It was lamentable to think
that the departmental estimate should be
less than 25 per cent, of the actual cost.
As to the Minister's statement that to
reduce this item would put the Govern-
ment in a difficulty, hie (Mir. Leake) was
delighted to hear it; for until the Govern-
ment got into difficulties they would not
learn anything. It would be better to
hut the Government in a difficulty, thani
to put the country in a difficulty.

THE PREMIER: Hlon. miembers must
recollect--of course he did not expect that
the two hon. niemaibei-s opposite alto had
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spoken on this itemi would recollect any-I
tihing - that six months of the year had
gone ; that, in the ordinary course, these
Estimates would have been Considered by
Parliament months ago.

Ai. LEAXIS: The saume thing was done
last year.

THE PREMIER: There had been
such a liurry-skurry and such pressure of
business during the last few years that a
great deal of money bad to be spent
without Parliamentary sanction. But
hitherto the House had not censured the
Government, or even tried to censure
them. Ministers knew the theory
of Responsible Government as well as
the lion, member for Central Mur-
chison (Mr. Ilingworth). The amount
spent seemed to be large; but the
cost of building in the North-Western
districts was very great; and the lack of
proper gaol accommodation at Wyndhiam
had been a public scandal for years past.
The police had been employed all over
the district in catching natives-mnur-
derers and cattle-stealers-wvho had found
scarcely any difficulty in escaping in a
day or two from the wretched lock-up
which had hitherto done duty atWyndhian.
Several tunes lie had ordered allthe prison-
crs there to be brought down to Rottuest
for safe keeping; but for all that * he
escapes from Wyndhiaxn still continued.
These were dangerous natives, altogether
unlike those with wvhom lion. gentlemen
from the eastern colonies were familiar.
They lived on good things ; for there was
any quantity of fish and game all over
the country. They were all fine, up-
standing men; and no bushman, however
experienced he might be, would think of
travelling through that country without
taking the greatest Care to guard against
surprises. They speared the police, they
killed travellers, and thousands of pounds
had been expended in recapturing esca-
pees for the second and third time. The
sum ini question seemed a lot of moneyv
for a lock-up, but the course taken by
the department would be cheaper in the
end, in spite of the high wages and the
heavy cost of building material in the
tropics. He agreed with his colleague
(the Director of Public Works) that it
was a bad thing to spend money with-
out authority, but for the future they
would be nore likely to keep within
houniids.

MR. GEORGE: As another instance
of, how estiniates grew, hie might men-
tion the lunatic asvlumi, which it was
first intended to erect at Fremantle, but
which was now to 1)e built at Whitby
Falls. This building figured on the Esti-
mates for several years at £30,000; then
the cost rose to £35,000, and last year it
was stated at some £e56,000. In another
partof this year's Estimtes there appeared.
an item of £8,000 for the purchase of a
site for it. Therefore the building would
cost £63,000, if the estimate were not
exceeded.

A. ILLINOWORTII: It would be ex-
ceeded.

Mu. GEORGE: Probably it would.
The Government had no right to ask this
House to give them a white-washing for
spending money without authority, if
they knew in their own mninds that the
amnounts they had asked for were insuffi-
cient. Hie hoped the Director of Public
Works would purge his depar-tment as it
ought to lbe purged, and would let his
officers see that they could not hoodwink
hin.

HoN. H. W. VENN: The Director of
Public Works had several times this after-
noon eniphasised the word " inhierited."

THE DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS:
Only once.

HON. H. W. VENN: The hion. genutle-
man had promised that in future the
probable cost of buildings would appear on
the Estimates in a Column set apart for
the purpose. The column in question,
however, was no new device, but had
been introduced when he (Mr. Venn) was
Commissioner of Railways, in compliance
with a. Strong recommendation from the
Engineer-in-Chief and himself, with the
intention of carrying out the very
course desired by, the lion. member for
Central Murchison (Mr. Tllingworth).
In the case of all large works the probable
future expenditure did appear in that
column; and as for the smaller items,
lion, mnembers did not take exception to
them. At no time since the first Forrest
Government was formed had there been
any desire to hoodwink Parliament in
regard to future expenditure ; but it was
the larger items for which this special
Column was intended, and not for
amiounts like £1,000.

THE DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC
WVORKS: Ii remarks preo'iouslin ade,
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he had no intention whatever of reflecting-
on the adininistmation of the lion. member
(Mr. Veun), who would recollect the
difficulties he had to face when lie held
office, and who also knew the difficulties
which still confronted the Minister in
charge of this department.

Box. U. W. VEsNN: That was so.
Tns DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC

WORKS: There wats no desire to cast
,any reflections oil the administration of
thle lion, member. The work had been
carried on under very great difficulties
duiring, the last few years; and lie hoped
thle coltumn spoken of would enable lion.
members to see thle cost of the buildings
and not a fictitious cost, to which he
olbjected most seriously.

Amnendmnent (Mr. Illingworth's) put,
and division taken with the following re-
sult .

Ayes ...

Noes ...

9

Majority against 6
A,.e. NOES.

Mr. Gregory Sir John Forrest

Dir Kenny Mr. Hlighn
Mr. ee Mr. Holmes

Mfr. ots Mr. HBWS
Mr. Simpson Mr. Kineml
Mr. solomon Mr. Le r,
Air. Yaser Mr. M ihl
Mr. Walles Mr. Monger
Mr. ll1ing-woerth (Teller). Mr. 0191.m

Mr. Fennefather
Mr. Fie.s.
Mr. Quiein.
Mr. Shall
Mr. Veun
Mr. A. Forrest (Toiler).

Amnicdmlent thus negatived, and the
item passed.

Item-Mount Magnet Court-house:
THE DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC

WORKS moved, as an amendment, that
the word "coturt-house" be struck out
and " post-office" inserted in lieu thereof.

AIR. ILLINOWORTH1 asked for somec
reason for the amendment.

THE DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC
WORKS: It was found that the erection
of the court-house could stand over until
next year, and that apost-office, for which
tenders had been invited some time ago,
was more necessary.

Amendment put and passed, and the
item agreed to.

Item-Port Hedland post-office:
MR. LEAKE: The Estimates pro-

vided for an expenditure in this locality-
of £24,000 or £25.000. whic-h seemed a
huge sum of money.

TuE PREMIER (Right Hon. Sir J.
Forrest) : This was the port for the gold-
fields of Pilb~amand Marble Bar.

lNf. IjEAXE: This was £e25,000 for
the representative of the DeC-roy (Mr.
Hooley).

TnE DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC
WORKS: This was a p)ost office to re-
place that destroyed by fire at Bularri.
Tfle new post office was intended to be
the post office for the district. The work
had not yet been commenced.

MR. KTNGSMILjL: Port Hedland
miust bie considered, not in itself, but as
the port for the Pilbarra goldfield, to
which district it belonged more than to
the DeGrey. In order to cope with the
wvilly-wvillies; in the district, it was neces-
sary the building should be durable and
of strong construction.

Item passed.
Item-Ten portable post-offices for

1the Goldfields:
Mn. WALLACE: These portable post-

offices had to 1)0 erected in Perth, then
taken to pieces and sent to their destina-
tion, along with workmren to re-erect
them. This was anl expensive system,
and the buidings were too low for a warm
cimiate. Tenders ought to be called, and

Ilocal contractors and workmien given a
chance.

THE DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC
WORKS: The Government intended, in
the future, to have post-offices constructed
in the localities in which they were
required. The present system was very
expensive, and the material suiffered
deterioration in erection, transit, and re-
erection. The post-offices referred to in
the Estimates had already been con-
structed, and would be utilised for places
near to Perth. The walls were too low
for a hot climate.

MR. GREGORY: Would local tenders
be Called for?0

THE DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC
WORKS: Local tenders were being
called now.

Item passed.
Item-Cue, quarters and offices for

Inspector of Mines:
THE DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC

WORKS moved, as anl amendment, that
the word "Mines " be struck out and
"Surveys" inserted in lieu thereof.
Put and passed, and the item agreed

to.
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Item-Menzies, Inspector of Mine.,
offices and quarters:-

MR. GREGORY asked what was the
object of this item, against which no suml
appeared.

THE PREMIER: It was an error; the
itemn ought not to be there,

Item struck out.
Item-Doodlekine School:
MR. VOSPER: What was the popula-

tion of Doodlekine P
THE DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC

WORKS said hie did not know, but
Doodlekine was a convenient place at
which to locate a central school, to which
the children of the district were carried
free on the railway.

Item passed.
Item-Southern Cross Mechanics' In-

stitute:
THE DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC

WORKS ]uoved, as an amendmient, that
the words "Mlechianics' Institute" be struc-
out and "1Municipal Buildings " inserted
ill lieu thereof.

Mn. VOSFER asked whether it was
customary for the Government to g,,ive
grants for municipal buildings.

Tan PREMIER (Right Hon. Sir J.
Forrest): Municipalities on goldfields
and other places had been granted smnall
sumis for municipal buildings. Southern
Cross was promised £C500 for this prir-
pose, and on the strength of that promise
had borrowed money with which to carry
on the work. The money had not been
advanced yet.

Anmendmient pitt and passed, and the
itemn, as amended, agreed to.

Item-Furniture for Public Offices:
Ma. QUINLAN:- A considerable

amuo-ut of mioney might he saved if the
Government workshop were abolished
and tenders called for the manufacture of
furniture for the public offices. He was
informed there was a gross waste of
money in that workshop, and that the
men very often scarcely 'knew what to do
to put in their time. Attention had been
called to this -matter by tradesmen in the
city; and he might take the opportuity
of referring to the engaging of brick-
layers by the Government. It would be
cheaper to call for tenders, no matter
what the work might be.

THE DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC
WORKS said he was pleased to inform
hon. memubers that standard specifications

for furniture were now being prepared, and
G-overnment hoped in a few days to be
able to call for tenders for furniture for

i the pulic. offices. This matter hadl been
under the consideration of tme Govern-
mient for some timec, and an opportunity
was presented of saving a lot of money
under this head. The employees in the
workshop had been r-educed in number,
but sonic men munst be kept on to carry
out work which could not be done under
contract.

Item passed.
Other items ag~reed to, and the vote put

and passed.
The Annual Estimates having been

completed, the resolutions passed in
Conunittee of Supply wvere reported.

MOTION - GRATUITY TO WIDOW OF
DR. BARNE'fl'.
IN COMMITTEE.

The Governor's Message, recommuend-
ing an appropriation of £500 as a
gratuity to the widow of the late Dr.
H. C. Barnett (Fremantle Lunatic
Asylum), was considered.

THE PREMIER (Right Hon, Sir J.
Forrest) : I think hon. ininbers will
agree wvith me that, when a. very old and
tied officer of time Government dies, and
his wtidow is not well provided for, it is a,
matter that this House may fairly take
into consideration. I think, it is better
to deal with these cases on their mnerits,
rather than we should stick to some
fetish, which some of us may have, as to
the wives of the officers not having any
right to consideration. I myself think
that in many positions in the service of
the Government, the wives of the officers
tend much to the success of the officer's
administration. Whatever views hon.
members may have of the abstract ques-
tion, they must agree with me there can
be no objection to this House takingr into
comsideration any special or particular
case. It is somewhat sad, I admit, that
we should have to bring matters of this
sort into the House. It would be much
more pleasant for those interested that
they should do away with the necessity
of asking the Government to grant some
honorarium or assistance, and we should
always bear in mind that it is naturally
somewhat distas tefulI for any representative
to have to come to this House and ask
for consideration. Dr. B~arnett was a
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servant of the Government for 30 Years
-- I think more than 3o years. Hie
occupied a prominent position as
superintending officer of the lunatic
asylumi at Fremantle. He was receiving
£6500 a year at the time of his death, and
£100 house allowance, and lie was
granted leave of absence on account of
ill-health for 6 months, and if he hiad
gone away on that leave of absence hie
would have received full pay for the first
3 months, and half pay for the remnaining
3 months. The letter containing the
notification to the doctor of the granting
of his leave of absence reaclied his
residence just after his death. The
letter, which informed him that his
leave had been approved of, also
stated that on his return he would
be at liberty to retire from the
service on a pension of £,400 a year, and
that the Government would recommend
such a vote; but these facts reached his
residence just after he had passed away.
I am informed his widow is left very ill-
provided for. She has somie little pro-
perty, but even the high rates of rent
which now prevail would leave her scarcely
enough to subsist upon, and if the rents
comne down, which I am sure they will,
because they are now out of all propor-
tion to the value of the property, her
income wvill he less than sufficient for her
to live upon. When an officer has served
his country for so long,-over 30 vears-
and has occupied all important, respon-
sible, and irksome position, which I think
controlling a lunatic asylum is, when he
dies and leaves a widow ill-provided for,
I think a case is made out for the con-
sideration of hon. members. I should be
very glad if hon. members approved of
this small grant of money to the widow
of this old officer. It always seems to be
strange that countries, especially the
old country, are willing to pay large
pensions to officers; but if an officer
dlies in the prime of life and the
Government of that country is saved a
considerable amount of money by that
death, the Government reluctantly make
small provision for his widow. I do not
think it can be said of this Country that
it has ever turned a deaf ear to any
appeal made to us in any case of a de-
serving person who was ill provided for.
It is with confidence that I ask the House
to agree to the Message sent to this

House by His Excellenc y the Governor,
recommending that a gratuity of £600 be
granted to the widow of thiis very old
officer. For my part I ama sorry to be in
a position to ask for it. I should be
much better pleased if the widow had
been well provided for, and that there
bad been no necessity to ask for assist-
ance. Believing that there is the neces-
sity, and believing that the services
rendered by the late officer w-arrant this
provision, I have much pleasure iii
moving that this recommendation lie

1 agreed to. It is not altogether without
precedent. 'We have miany instances in
which small honorariums have been given
of £200 or £300, and we have mnore im-
portant officers who have died and left
widows unprorided for where £500 has
been granted. Hon. members will there-
fore not be acting without precedent in
voting for this motion. I move that this
House agrees to the recommendation con-
taiued. in His Excellency's 'Message No.
IL.

AIR. LEAKE (Albany): It is my
intention to support the motion before
the committee. It was an unfortunate
thing that the letter sent by the Govern-
nment reached the deceased gentleman's
residence just after his death. Had the
letter reached his residence earlier, I
believe we should have had the old
gentleman alive and well nowy. I knew
Dr. Barnett privately, and I know that
his widow is not well off. I hope hon.
members will not oppose this motion. If
we have to give, it is better to give with
a gracious and free hand, rather than
reluctantly. I must express my regret
that it is necessar-y to bring forward this
mnotion, but I mnost certainly support it.

MR. SOLOMION (South Fremantle):
I am very thankful to the Premier for
having brought, forward this matter, and
I feel sureothe House will graciously
grant the vote, more especially as Dr.
Barnett's services were appreciated in
whatever position he held in the public
service. I feel sure that the late Dr.
Barnett had an intense desire to do his
duty to the State, and in some measure
perhaps this lessened the years of his life.
In the asylumn he devoted the best part of
his life, and it is known that many men
occupying a similar capacity have been
brought to an early grave through the
duties which appertain to such a posi-
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tion. I am sure that the late Dr. Bar-
nett did not have years added to his life
by the performance of his duties. The
late doctor had endeared himself to all
sections of the community in Fremnantle.
He associated himself at all times with
the progress of the town, and he did all
that he could to advance the interests, not
only of Frem~antle, but the whole of the
colony. I feel sure that the House will
generously give their sanction to the
motion before the committee.

MR. MQORGANS (Ooolg-ardie): Al-
though I had not the hionour and pleasure
of knowing the late Dr. Barnett, I have
heard a great deal of the valuable services
he performed to this colony during the
period lie held office; and although somne
objection might be raised as to the ques-
tion of grants to widows of late officers,
after very careful inquiries into the merits
of this case, I have very much pleasure
in supporting the motion. Dr. Baimett
was in the service of the Government for
a great many years, and I understand his
widow is not particularly well off; but,
whether she is or not, the merits of the
case whether hie, as a public servant, de-
served a pension from the House have to
be considered. As a goldfields member,
I am glad to give the motion my sup-
port.

MR. A. FORREST (West Kimberley):
I deeply regret that this vote is before uts.
I would rather have seen our old friend
the doctor alive. I am sure those who
knew the late doctor respected him as a
good, honest servant of the Crowr, and
the least we can do is to unanimously
agree to the small gratuity whichb we
intend to give to the widow of our late
friend. Speaking of Dr. Barnett as one
of his oldest and best friends, I could not
allow this motion to pass without paying
a tribute to his memory. I hope no
one will get up in the House to
object to the motion. When we find
that a man has devoted the whole
of his services for something like .30 years,
and that at the time of his death lie had
received from the Government six months
leave of absence, which would nearly have
taken this amount to cover, and thait he
would have received a pension if he had
resigned, under those circumstances I
believe in giving to those who deserve it.

MR. RUBBLE (the Gascoyne): I
indorse the remarks of the hon. member

in reference to this particular vote for the
widow of the deceased gentleman, who
was one of our faithful sand good servants
for thirty years. He was a gentleman
respected not only by the people of Fre-
mantle, but by the whole of the people of
Western Australia, more particularly by
the old residents of the colony. I am
very pleased indeed to think that the
grant, which it is proposed to give to the
widow of this gentleman will be agreed
to, and I hope no member of the House
will stand uip and oppose this particular
grant. I have much pleasure in support-
ing it.

Question put and passed.
Resolution reported, and reportadopted.

MOTION-ANNUITY TO LADY BROOME.

TN COMMITTEE.

The Governor's Message, recommend-
ing an annuity of £150 to Lady
Broome in recognition of services ren-
dered by her late husband, Sir Frederick
Napier Broome, while Governor of the
colony, was considered.

THE PREMIER (Right Hon. Sir J.
Forrest): In rising to move that the
recommendation contained in His Excel-
lency's Message be agreed to, I may say
that I regret it should be necessary to
ask the House to consent to this recoin.
meudation, because ander ordinary cir-
cuinstances one would have thought it
should not bie necessary. However, I can
assure hon. members, fromn all the infor-
ination I have received, that the Govern-
mnent are not acting in this matter, except
under information which justifies them
in thinking that the action'recommnended
is necessary. We all know that Sir
Frederick Broome was Governor of the
colony for six years, at a critical and
important period of its history. Everyone
will admit that, owing to his influence and
exertions, Responsible Government was
granted to the colony some considerable
time sooner than it would have been had he
opposed it. From the time he came to
the colony until he left it he seemed to be
satisfied that the days when Government
as it existed were passing away, and that
the people of the colony were fitted and
prepared to carry out what is kniown as
Responsible Government in this colony of
theEmpire. That being sowe shall all give
him credit for having done his very best
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to meet the wishes of the people in regard
to the introduction of Responsible Gov-
ernment. I am quite certain that if it had
not been for his advocacy, it would have
been two or three years later before we
obtained sell -government. Wean know
that he was cut off in the prime of life
unexpectedly, whena, long career of useful-
ness was before him, and it shows us how
uncertain life is-if anything was wanting
to show that -and how the strongest,
men of good constitution, mnay be over-
taken by death at a time w'hen it is
altogether unexpected. W e all regret to
know that his widow is left in very poor
circumstances indeed.

MR. A. FORREST: Why does not the
B3ritish Government provide for her?

THiE PREMIER: The hon. member
can speak afterwards.

MR. A. FORREST: But I object to the
amount.

THE PREMIER: That will not affect
the principle. I know his widow is left
in very poor circumstances. As she has
pointed out, it was never expected that
the late Governor would be the first to be
Liken away, she being considerably older
than he was. The imperial Government,
we know, are very close-fisted in regard to
grants of this sort, but they have seen fit
to grant from the royal bounty fund a
stuni of 100O a year to this lady.
Although I am prepared to admit she has
no legal claim on this colony, I think it
is a matter we might take into considera-
tion, whether sonic provision should not
be made to her in consideration of her
husband's services to the country. I say
I fully admit that this lady has no legal
claim on this colonyv, but that does not
prevent me from bringing this motion
before hon. members. It does not pre-
vent me pointing out to bon. members
that Lady Brooxne has arrived at a time
of life when it is diflhcult for her to begin
life again. She is 65 years of age. It
is an extraordinary thing- that at the
present time no es-Governor of Western
Australia is living. The other colonies
have ex-Governors in the metropolis
of London, exercising their influence
for good, alway' s in the direction of
the colony they have represented; but in
regard to Western Australia it is sad
to think that at the present time no
es-Governor is living. There are three
widows of ex-Goiernors living--Lady

Barlee, Lady Robinson, and Lady Broonme.
The two first, I am glad to say, are left
well prvded for, and it is not necessary
for C0hem to make any appeal to the
Governments over wvloin their husbands
have been governing. WVithi regard to
Lady Broome, the case is somewhat dif-
ferent. There is no doubt she has been
left very badly off, and requires some
assistance from someone. She has arrived
at that time of life when she cannot wvell
help herself. 1 cannot but feel, in
moving that this recommendation of His
Excellency be agreed to, what great
changes the whirligig of time brings
about! It is eight years since Sir
Frederick Broome left the colony, then
full of life and rigour, and in the strength
of manhood. Everyone ~wmo saw him go
away with 4c1it from this metropolis
must have thought he had a. long career
of useful life before him. I remember
the day very well, because I did not join
in the demonstration to see the Governor
off. A bitter controversy had existed be-
twveen the late Governor and myself for
many years. I am glad to say that, after
lie had gone away, lie wrote to me ex-
pressing a wvish that we should be friends
again; and Ave corresponded regularly
from that time to the time of his death.
No one would have thought-I never
thought, and I am, sure lie never thought
-that in a few years after we were in
such bitter controversy, each trying to do
his best (I think I am bound to say so)
to injure the other, inafcw yearslI should
be standing up in the Parliament of the
country asking for some support to his
widow. I think that shows the changes
and vicissitudes of life. I hope this
motion will be carried without opposition.-
If we are not very rich, we are, at any
rate, agenerous and liberal-mninded people.
There is no doubt about it-I say it,
having known at great deal about the
late Sir Frederick Brome-that he
did. work hardl in the interests of the
colony. Helhastened theadventof Respon-
sible Government by some years; and
although there is a lot to be said on the
other side-no doubt I could say a great
deal on the other side, yet I am not going
to tell an 'ything, because all recollection
of what happened between myself and
the late Sir Frederick Broome leaves only
one impression in my mind, that I
regret it. His widow is 65 or 66 years
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of age. This small contribution, which
this colony can well afford, will be for
the purpose of assisting hier in the decline
of life; and I feel certain that we will
never regret having acted in this generous
manner towards one who has no legal
claim upon us, but who is in need. It
will not only shlow to her, but also to the
English dovernment and to people
generally, that if a man serves this
country well, as we think the late
Governor did, upon the whole-leaving
out of sight those episodes in which
many of usa did not quite agree--
if he assisted the country in its develop-
ment, if he did. something to promote
our interests and to hasten the advent
of Responsible Government, then when an
opportunity offers, when the grave
separates him from us, we are not
altogether unmindful of those belong-
ing to him who are in want. I beg to
move the motion.

MR. IJEAXE (Albany) : It is my inten-
tion to support the motion, and to recomn-
mend it to the favourable consideration
of the House. In doing so I cannot help
expressing my admiration of the manner
in which the right lion. gentleman opposite
introduced this subject. It is one of con-
siderable delicacy, and the manner in which
lie expressed himself dlid credit to his very
generous instincts. We all join with the
right hion. gentleman in his expressions
of regret concerning certain episodes in
the joint careers of the late Governor and
the right lion. gentleman opposite, expres-
sions which do him honour as a public
man; and while we should respect and
revere the memory of the dead, we may
also acknowledge and pay a tribute of
respect to those who are left behind. The
late Sir Frederick Napier Broome was a
benefactor to thiscolony. [MR. HUBBLE:
In what way?] in thisway. For manly
years we-and perhaps the hion. member
was one of them-struggled and strove
for Responsible Government. We all
saw the advantages that would accrue
to the country if we were governed under
a freer constitution. For many years we
clamoured for it, for many years we
fought for it, and for many years we did
not get it; and we should not have had it
at so early a date and at such an oppor-
tune time, had it not been for the personal
efforts of the late Sir Frederick Napier
Broome. It was through his recomimen-

dations, through his despatches, and
through his personal advocacy in the
Colonial Office, that the Imperial au-
thorities wvere led to recognise the
necessity for thc change. It will be
remenibered that the deceased gentleman
was authorised by this colony to go to
England for the purpose of advocating
our claims for sell-government, and that
he did so and furthered the miovemnent to
the utmost of his power. Ilhad anl oppor-
tunity of seeing the correspondence be-
tween the deceased and people in this
colony' , and onl every occasion he expressed
thle warmest symipathy with this country,
and delight ini its present prosperity. I
have also had an opportunity of reading
certain correspondence which led uip to
the introduction of this recommendation,
and I can tell hion. members that the
money is well deserved, aind if granted will
reflect credlit upon ourselves. I trust that
no hion. members in this House will hav'e
the questionable taste to oppose the vote,
which is only for the small annuity of
£150 a year. I support it with the
greatest possible pleasure, and hope that
the House will approve of it.

MR. A. FORREST (West Kimberley):
In, speaking to this question, on which so
much feeling has been exhibited by the
Premvier-we never heard a. speech befom-e
in which the leader of the Government
was so moved-I wish to say that the
lion. members on this side of the House
-for the majority of whom I can speak,
as I tested their feelings on the matter
before coming to this House--do not wish
to address the House on this question,
but they wish to show their appreciation
of the service rendered to this colony by
the late Governor Broome by voting aim
annuity to his widow of £1.00 per annumn.
It is the same amount wvhich the great
country to which the late Governor be-
longed has voted for the samne purpose.
They ought to have given him a larger
suni than that, because he had been in
their service for a gmeat number of years,
and had been in receipt of a large salary.
This country had the benefit of his8
services for some years, aid no doubt
they were good services in the direction in
which they went; and as far as Respon-
sible Govenunenut is concerned, I have
not the slightest doubt that Responsible
Government was hastened by the action
he took. I recollect the time very well
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when the right lion. areutlenand I were
engaged side by side in a fight with the
deceased gentlenmn, in wvhich our reputa-
tion, our business, and evei-ything we had
in this colony were at stake. We were
lighting for the rights of the people of
this country, and I do not k-now to this
day whichI was in the wrong. The de-
ceased left this colony after a termi of
office for which lie received a large salary.
He went to England at the expense of
the colony, to advocate Responsible Gov-
ct-macnt. He helped to a large extent to
olbtain it; but why, -after eight or nine
years have elapsed, th is country should be
caled upon to give a pension for services
rendered and wveil paid for at that par-
ticular time-because the office of Gover-
nor of the colony was one of the best in
the colonies in those days-I cannot
understand. If the Premier had taken
the advice of hion. mnembers on this side
of the House, this discussion would never
have taken place. I fail to see on what
gr1ounds this country ought to be taxed
for per-haps 15 to 2.5 years at the rate of
£150 a year, for someone who left it eight
years ago; and a great difference of opinion
exists in the minds of the people of this
country whether the deceased Governor
did the good work that has been attributed
to him by the head of the Opposition,
and by the right lion, gentleman in
;t speech that almost made ine shied
teats.

MR. RfUBBLE (the Gascoyne) : I beg
to move, as an amendment, "That the item
be reduced by £50 a year." I am not
hard-hearted, but why we should be
called upon to pay anything I do not
understand, especially when we consider
that we have others in our own colony
who are in need.

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
R. W. Pennefather) :This subject is one
that I hope will be discussed purely on
its mierits. It is a question as to whether
or not this country shall show its appre-
ciation towards the widow of one of its
Governors who, while lie was here, readily
and willigly dlid his best according to
his lights. I do not agree with the pro-
lposal that the House should either reduce
time vote or not recognise the vote, because
the Imperial Government has chosen to
estimate the amount of its symnpathy at
X10avyear. I hope, if there is a spark of
manly feeling left in the breast of any

hon. membeulr of this Chiamber, he will
remember that the deceased Governor
has passed away, and that it is not coi-
mendable to the better nature of those
who survive him to say anything
that will reflect against hiis niemory.
I do not understand how such an amnendl-
ment could be moved, after the mianner in
which this motion has been introduced by
the Premier, who has had the manliness,
while acknowledging that. lie and Sir
Frederick Broome were bitter appcliemts,
to show a true and honourable feeling-
whichl will coinend itself to the majority
of this House, if I am not greatly mis-
taken, irrespective of side or party.
*MEt. GEORGE (die Murray) :I Shall
certainly not support the amendment;
and I am exceedingly sorry to see such a
spectacle as this in the Legislative As-
seiably of Western Australia. If there is
one luau in this Assembly more strongly
opposed to the principle of pensions than

Ithe others, it is I.
AIR.A.FoRREsv: You vote for them now.
Ms. GEORGE: No; I do not. I al-

Iways oppose pensions. But in this
*instance we have before its the fact that
the Premier of the colony has been
generous enough, and manly enough, to
stand up here and plead for -the wvidow of
,a mali to whom, years ago, he was
bitterly opposed. Since this colony ob-
tained Responsible Government, we have
seen the Premier in many aspects ; but

4we have never seen him in a more
favourable and manly aspect than on
this occasion ;and it ill becomes any
member of this House, at such a time,

tmoean amendment with a view
of reducing this vote by £50 a year.
I~f Governor Brooine did assist in estab-
lishing responsible Government, then lie
is entitled to a large share of credit for
the prosperity we have enjoyed during the
Last five or six years. Yet, after a speech
which does the Premier credit, here we
are quibbling over a paltry £50 a year.

*I hope the House will indignantly reject
the amendment.

MIR. MONGER (York): If I express my
surprise at such an amendment emanating

ifroni such a gentleman, I think I am
only echoing the general voice of this
House. I am indeed still more surprised
that the member for West Kimbherley
(Mir. A. Forrest) should have gone to the
trouble of interviewing members on this
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side of the House last night with a view of
obtaining their support to such a paltry
anmendmnent.

Mr. A. FORREST: I rise to a point of
order. The paper which I put before hon.
members read- A-re you in favour of
£160 or £100, or against the voteP"

Mn. MONGER: The lion. member's
explantation does not make the slightest
difference. I amn surprised that such a
suggestion should have fallen from a
gentleman who I am certain would be the
first to assist other people in similar cir-
cumstances.

AIR. A. FORREST: Where they deserve
it.

M i. MONGER: But what I personally
take exception to in the lion. member's
remarks, and in the speech of the member
for the Gascoyne (Mr. Hubble), is the
suggestion that we onl this side of the
House ought to fall in with their ideas.
I hope that, on the contrary, outr feelings
will be in entire accord with the Govern-
mnenit on this matter.

ME. HUBBLE: I think there are a
good many members of this House who
dlid not know tbe late Governor Broome.
Having ]ieard the expression of the feel-
ings of several hon. members on this
subject, and in view of the fact that the
Premier himself has brought this motion
forward, and which I was pleased to see,
having regard to the relations which
existed between the right hon. gentleman
and the deceased, I intend to withdraw
my amendment, so as to save discussion
on this subject.

Amendment, by leave, withdrawn.
THE CONl3IISSIONER OF CROWN

LANDS (Hon. G. Throssell) : I will ask
lion, members to carry this vote cheer-
fully and unanimously. As an old
colonist who knew Governor Broome, I
suppose it becomes me to say a few words
on behalf of his widow. Whatever his
faults may have been, there was no truer
friend to the colony than the late Governor
Broome. The widow is unexpectedly left in
adverse circumstances. Itis avery sadoase;
and, as we are approaching Christmas,
let me point out what a pleasure it will
be to her to learn by wire that this
House has unlanimously agreed to this
small pension. Personally, I think it a
very small reward to give to the widow in
recognition of her husband's services, and
I should have liked to see it increased to

£26-0. 1 aml glad to hear that there will
be no division on the question. The
great interest which the Premier has
taken in this matter has given me much
pleasure; and I feel that I amn not
making any improper disclosure when I
recall the fact Ilhat my colleague had just
cause for resentment ag-i ast Governor
.Broomie; and hie has advanced very
highly in my estimation when I find him
foremost, in bringig up this maitter.
I have had anl opportunity of reaiding
the widow's letter, and it is pitiable to
think that this good lady, who is over
sixty years of age, should be reduced to
poverty, and be compelled to earn her
own living if assistance is not forth-
coming. I am saying that which I do
know; and old Western Australians
canl recall, I ama sure with pleasure, the
great services that Governor Broomne
rendered to this colony in training us uip
and fitting us to enjoy the great privilege
of Responsible Government, which would
not have been granted to us as early as it
was had it uot been for his efforts. I
hope the motion will not only be carried
unanimously, but carried by acclamation.

MR. JAiES (East Perth): I regret I
was not here when the right hon. gentle-
man spoke. If I had been here I should
not halve been suprised; for I am told
that the speech was in many ways
chiaracteristic of thiemanhiiself. I think
we all realise his sterling qualities. But
I want to enter my protest-and a
very strong and emphatic protest-
against the discussion which the pro-
posal has raised, begun b 'y the member
for the Gascoyne (Mr. Rubble) and
continued by tile member for West
Kimberley (Mr. A. Forrest), who I think
will bear me out when I say that I hold
very strong opinions in regard to another
gratuity which has already been dealt
with. But I expressed those opinions
privately, and refrained from mentioning
them in the House, in order that the act
might be done courteously. I think that
time hon. gentleman, when hie h-new that,
might, at the very least, have extended
the same courtesy towards uts in regard
to this motion.

MR. ILLINGWORTH (Central Mur-
chison): I desire to say one w-ord on this
question, which I regret it should be
necessay to say at this stage. I hope
this vote will be passed with the

[ASSEMBLY.] Lady Bronine.
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dkanitv that is lbefitting a deliber-
ti;-e assembly. T reret that such

feelings shiould have been imported into
tile discussion. I am with the memtber
for East Perth (Mr. James) on this
matter; and I think the House knows
very well that I have upon all occasions
steadfastly opposed p~ension~s; and had I
not been perfectly satisfied that the
case to which that honl. member re-
ferred, and this one, camec tinder the

catgoy of distinct exceptions to the
general rule. I should have opposed
themn on priinciple. But I hope I should
not have boon found opposing themi upon
the question of a difference between £100
and £150 a year. If the principle is a
bad one, it is just as bad in the case of a
pension of £2100 as in that of £150, and
it is certainly undigniLfied. to cavil over a
matter of £50 a. year. I have no personal
knowledge of the late Governor Broome
or his widow, or of the past history
which has been referred to in
this House. I only know this, that
when any mnemb~er rises in his place
and makes. a motion in the terms and
with the feeling that was manifested by
thle Premnier in this House to-day. that
act alone-that simple act ]by which the
right honi. gentleman sacrificed his own
personal felings-is sufficient to prove
to this Hous11e thle genuineness of the
application which has been made. When
he can stand in his place as Treasurer of
this countr 'y and propose a vote like this,
sinking his strong, deep feelings, which are
no doubt well grounded, we mnar take it
for granted that there are good and sound
reasons for voting the pension. T ami
prepared, without discussion, to accept
those reasons as sufficient to satisfy tue.
If hon. inenlibers had objected to this on
principle, if they had said, " We ob~ject
to the pension system," I, perhaps, would
have been with theut. But, for the sake
of a miserable reduction froim £150 to
£100O a Year, leaving the principle pre-
ciselv where it was, the House has, I
think, been placed in a very painful and
undignified position; and I, for one, mu~st
enter mn-y protest against it. I intend to
vote for the motion.

MR. SIMPSON (Geraldton) : I think
the Preier has honoured the House and
the country by the splendidly magnani-
mnous way in which he has made this
proposal. I have very little idea of sup-

rporting an insignificant minority by
reviving thle bitterness of past years.
That there shouldd have 1 wen any such
trespass on the dignity of the debate is
very regrettable.

Motion put and passed.
Resolution reported to the House, and

report adopted.

LADY BROO%1E ANNUITY BILL.
In accordance with the foregoing reso-

lutionl
Bill introduced hr the PnRESiER, and

read a first time.

Si ARKS BAY PEA-RLSHE Lb FISHERY
ACT AMNENDMENT BILL.

Introduced by the PREMIER, and read
a first timne.

I3UNBLIRY RACECOURSE RAILWAY
BILL.

Introduced 'by the ATTORN4EY GENERAL,
and read a, first time.

COLL[E QUARRY RAILWAY BILL.
Introduced 'by the ATTORNEY GENERAL,

anlld read a first time.

KALGOORLIE-GNVMiALIA LAKE AND
BUDER TOWNSITE LOOP RA IL-

WAYS BILL.

Introduced by the ATTORNEFY GENERAL,
and read a first time.

P'APER( PRESENTED).

By the PREM5IER: Reports by thle
Government Geologist ye water supply of
vanious goldfields.

Ordered to lie on the table.

ORDERS OF THE DAY AND SUDDEN
ALTERATIONS.

THE MINISTER OF EDUCATION
(Ron. H. B. Lefroy): As the House
will hbe rising in a short time, I shall
prefer to postpone the second reading of
this Bill to some other occasion.

MR. LEAKE moved that Orders of
the Day' Nos. 4 to 14, inclusive, bie post-
ponled until after Order No. 15.

THE2 SPEAKER:- Next year I intend
to carry out the Parliamentary practice of
not allowing the Orders of the Day
to be transposed at the last momlent.
The utility of putting the b4usiness that is

Annuity.
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proposed to be transacted down on the
paper is to give lion. members ain idea
when motions are likely to come on, so
that they may make their arrangements
accordingly. The practice of transposing
the notices and motions is an entirely
unparliamientary one which, I lall sorryv to
say, I have permitted for the convenience
of lion. mnembers. An Order of the Day
has 1)een sometinies transposed, with the
result that a Bill has come on very
early, when the members who were par-
ticularlv interested in it were not present.
That has occurred on more than one
occasion, as I ami informed by lion.
members who have complained to me ;
and therefore next session, with the
support of the House, I intend to carry
out the proper Parliamentary practice
as laid down in May, The business
paper miust be tat-en in order; and,
if any Order of the Day be post-
poned, it must be postponed till the next
day.

ku, GEORGE said if a guarantee were
given that the Public Education Bill
would be the first Order of the Day on
Monday, lie had no objection to its
lpostponement. If the Bill were shelved
for thle session, it would be a scandal.
Free education Was a passion With him,
and with numbers of other people. The
children of Western Australia should
receive winat they had a right to, namely
free education.

TanF PREMIER (Right Hon. Sir 5.
Forrest) said lie could give no such
assurance as that askLed for hr the miember
for the Murray. Hie would, however, be
willing to assist the lion. mnember in
getting the Public Education Bill forward
after the financial business had been con-
cluded. The Government could not carry
on the business of the country without an
Appropriation Act. The first Order of
the Day on Monday would, hie hoped, be
the Loan Estimates, which lie did not
think would occupy much time, and then
the Education Bill might he brought on.

Motion-to postpone Orders Nos. 4 to
14--put and passed.

POLICE ACT AMENDMENT BILL.

SECOND READING.

MR. LEARE, in moving the second
reading, said: This Bill has come down
ifrem the Legislative Council, and I have

been asked to take charge of it in this
House. It is a short Bill dealing with
the subiject of betting. By the
Police Act of 1892, certain restrictions
wer-c placed upon the use of certain
instruments of gming, and subsequentl y
there was the amending Act of 1894.
The present Bill consists of two effective
clauses. Clause 2 repeals Section 2 of
the Police Act Amendment Act of 1894.
That clause deals with persons betting in
pulblic places, -and makes them punishable
ats rogues and vagatbonds under the
Police Act of 1892. The chlief object of
the amending Act of 1394 was to prevent
betting in public places, and having the
bookmiakers crying the odds and making
themselves objectionable. Attempts have
been made to apply this Act of 1894.
Summonses have been issued against
bookmnakers, whvo have been threatened
with arrest, and a certain class of persons
have been harassed a good deal; but the
public ha've received no compensating
benefit from the change. It is found
that. the amending Act of 1894 is too
harsh a mneasure. It treats every man
who makes a bet on a racecourse as a
rogue and vagal)onid liable to arrest. B:11
thle Bill it is proposed to revert to the
old state of affairs, and practically to
alloW the Control Of betting and betting
mien to be in the hands of recognised
clubs. If this Bill is passed,' that control
can be exercised by bond fide racing clubs,
and betting will be kept within such
reasonable limits as not to be a public
nuisance. Clause 9 of the Bill adds a
proviso to the end of Sub-section 6 of
Section 66 of the original Act of 1892.
That section makes it penal for any person
to play a gamne with a certain instrument
known as a wvheel totalisator, and the
proviso added by the Bill to that section
protects the instrument when used under
the auspices of any club registered with
the Western Australian Turf Club. Every
man knows that whiere there is horse
racing there is betting, which cannot
possiIbly be prohibited, but may be con-
trolled. This is a reasonable Bil, and it
is in the interests of the pulblic that it
should be passed. The Bill can certainly
do no hiarmn, and it puts the control of
betting under the control of a responsible
body of public men. The committee of
the Western Australian Turf Club will
take care, in the interests of public sport

second reading.
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-and. I hope. of public morality-that
there is no abuse of the systemi which
this Bill proposes to rec-ognise and to
regulate,

Mn.R JA-MES (East Perth):- I hope the
House will unanimously, or by' a suabstan-
tial majority, reject this Bill. There have
been nto argumenets adduced in favour of
it. I beard an occasional attempt to throw
dust in the eyes of lion. members by
talking about, regulating betting by plac-
ing it under the care of a " responsible
body of public men." Ihit this Bill has
nothiing whatever to do with placing
betting Under the Turf Club or anybody
else. It is introduced, not in thle interests
of the public, but in thle- interests of the
betting ring, who aire the oniy persons
anxious for the measure, or uho will
benefit by it. In 1894, when an Act "'as
passed dealing with this matter -the
Act which it is now sought to repeal-it
was supported by arguments fromn ncill-
hers who ought to know something about
betting. Thle amending Act of 1894 was
put forward onl the ground that w-e ought
to discourage as far as possible the loud-
mothled and blatant -"bookie," and I
see 110 reason for dcparting from the
principlc of that Act. No one can say
that the Bill of 1894 has, had any
evil effect on racin'g. On the conitrary,
we finid thlat racing has kept pace with
other progress anld ii1Pov0eni~eiits inl the
commnunity. There is no falling off in
the numnber of bookmakers, althoughi they
threatened to leave thle colony if the Bill
of 1894 were passed. Bookmnakers arc
now carrying onl with apparent success,
with the advantage to the public that thle
business is conducted quietly. Those
who do not approve of betting do not
hare their- ears affectedl or their feelings
shocked by too much blatant row. What
reason is thlere for asking us in 1897 to
rePpeal an Act passed in 1894? It is not
in the puiblic interests to allow extended
privileges or opportunities to bookmakers,
who have the right to stand onl a box onl
a racecourse and bet. Even if the Act of
1894 did interfere with the vested
interests and bond fide business of the
energetic. bookmakers, would that be any
argument in favour of the repeal of the
Act? Is it suggested that this Parlia-
menit should legislate for the assist-
anice of the bookmaker? The lion,
member who introduced the Bill talked

about the interests of the public; but I
challenge him to tell how the interests
of the public. have suffered since the Bill
of 1894 was passed. I am not myself a
racing muau, and therefore not competent
to juedge; but itdoes seem to ine that thle law
as it stands has the advantage of keeping
the evils of betting fromn becoming too
prominent. At present, if mien want to
bet, they know where to go. Those who
are fond of racing and object to betting
ought not to have their ears assailed by

.rowdy gentlemen calling the odds all
over the course, Unless betting is
restricted the number of weishers wil
increase, and those who mlake the greatest
noise perhaps do the greatest evil. I

icannot see what objection there can- be
raised to the present law by the book--
makers, who are now allowed to carry onl

itheir trade in a quiet manner. How is
Iit that, if this class has suffered, the evil
of betting seemsg to multiply and thrive?9
1 think the time has arrived -when ire
ought to have some legislation for
the purpose of preventing -"consulta-

Itions" and " sweeps." During the last
twelve months Perth has been over-
run. with tobacconist shops carried oil
b y gentlemen as a cloak to betting, and, I
suppose, a Certainl aMoun11t Of private
"tote" work. These people need sup-

Ipressing. I have thought more than
once during this session of introducing
somne legislation, not for the purpose of
giving these gentlem-en wider privileges,
but of suppressing evils which I tlhink are
becoming rampant in the city of Perth.-
Clause 3 proposes to enable the - wheel

1tote" to be worked at any mieeting held
under the auspices Of tle Western A-us-
tralian Turf Club, or any club registered
under its rules and regulations. I ask
somte of the older memibers here, do they
think the time has arrived for us to

1legalise "1Robert Maggs," wvith his inti-
niation that "1if you do not put money
down you cannot pick it up, and if von
do not Speculate YOU cEannot win LP" The
power desired for the W1-estern Austr-alian
Turf Club is not for the purpose of imi-
proving betting, but for the purpose of
making money out of those to whom they
Will give the privilege of Using the
I wheel tote." That privilege would only
be given for the highest price, and this
Bill really enables the club to thrive on
'betting.

second reading. 1163
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AIR. MONGER: They have it in every
other colony in Australia.

MAR TLswWOorT: No, no.
MR. JAMES:- I was under thse hin-

pression that they have not such a law
ini every other colouy. Three years ago
the Act now sought to he repealed
was introduced by the hon. member for
York (Mr. Mlonger), who has had some
experience in connectioni with racing
matters. In speakingc of the Bill in 1894,
that lion. member said:

And though the other colonies have not yet '
thought fit to go in for it-for what reason 1.
can hardly say-I think if we in Western
Australia adopt such a law, and exclude the
professional bookmnaker frow our racecourses
and other places of public resort, we shall be
doing a kindness to the rising generation, and
doing no injury to any class of the comimunity.
Absolutely no injury has been done by
existing legislation on gaming. Are we
so much afraid Of publice Opinion, backed
tip by some mnbersof the Turf Club, that
we are going to introduce legislation for
the purposeof removing restrictions which,
I sity fearlessly, have been of great ad-
vantage to the public? Bookmakers are
a class that ought not to be encouraged.
All the betting that a man wants can be
got in Perth, where there are any nsumber
of persons willing to give him the odds.

TUEs SPEAKER: The hour fixed for
the adjournment of the Bouse has now
arrived.

ADJOURNMENT.
The House adjourned at 6 o'clock, p.m.,

until the next Monday evening.

Negistatibe Qkounrz{l,
Afonday, 201h December, 18Q97.

Motion; standilug Orders Susp~ension (remainder of
sessionj.-Iiuinigratioi Restriction Bill;: Message
iro Council's Ainicdnients-New Houses of Par.
listient; Message, Asscintly's Resolutiou-E0arly
Closing Bill; first readiung (debate) -Muniipal In-

stittiliona Act Amendment Mill: secondC reading
itioveil and deferred) -Metroplitanw Waterworks
Bill; further rep~ort presented-Lady Broome An-
nity ll; first reading-Sharks Bay Pearlseli

Fishery Act Amendment Bill : first readinig-Bun-
bu1rY Racecourse RailwAay Bil); first rending-Collie
Quarry Milway Bill, first reatdiig-Kalgoorlie-
OnJumulmalla Lake and Boulder Towusite LOOll Rail-
ways 13ll1: first readiug-Public lisalih Act Amend-
ment Bill : first rendling-wPapers presentecl-Ad.
jon rniut.

THE PRESIDENT took the Chair at
7-30 o'clock, pi..

MOTION-STANViNG ORDERS
SUSPENSION.

Tus MINISTER OF MINES (Hon.
E. H. Wittenloom), in accordance with
notice, m-.oved:

That, in order to expedite business, the
Standing Orders rulating to the passing of
pululic Bills,, and the consideration of Messages
V roin the Legislative Assenibly, be suspended
during the remainder of the session.

The object of this inotion, lie said, was to
further the business of thle House. Every
time a motion. to suspend the Standing
Orders was made, it was necessary there
should be a nmajority of members in the
House to sanctionl the mo0tionA. UnleOss
notice was given of the intention
to more the suspension of Standing
Orders, and unless the motion was
carried at once, there might be great
delay in business. The present motion
was not submitted with the intention of

FJuminug surprises on memnbers, or of try-
in" to pass sobjectionaleBills. Whatfhe
I meoant in iusina the term " objectionable '

was that there were no Bills before Par-
liament likely to be strongly opposed by
hon. members. There was little time now
before Parliament prorogued, and there

*were several Bills which might be unim-
poflant from a6 certain point of view, and
could go through the various stages with-

-out trouble. Under these circumstances.
lie was induced to submit the present
motion, purely with the object of expedit-

*ing business.


